Amendments to the Claims 



1 . (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method of automatic software 
testing comprising: 

initiating a software test comprising a plurality of test portions on a test 
system; 

stor i ng providing status information of-a about said software test running on 
[[a]] said test system to a common information point, said status information 
comprising identification of any of said plurality of test portions that have been 
completed bv said test system and any results from any of said plurality of test 
portions that have been completed, wh e r ei n sa i d common i nformation point in 
physica ll y separate and communioat i vo l y oouplod to a t e st mast e r computer syotom 
for mon i toring progress of said t e st syst e m ; 

automatically reinstalling an operating system on said test systemjn 
response to reinstall command provided bv at least one of said plurality of test 
portions ; 

querying said common information point to determine said status information 
comprising identification of any of said plurality of test portions that were completed 
bv said test system prior to said reinstalling of said operating system and any 
remaining of said plurality of test portions : and 

resuming said software test at a first of said remaining of said plurality of test 
portions after said reinstallation of said operating system. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein said common information point is 
on a computer system independent from a computer system running said software 
test. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein said reinstalling is 
performed under software control. 
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4. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein said querying is started by a start- 
up process, said start up process automatically initiated by said operating system. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein said status information comprises 
an identification test portions completed. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 5 wherein said resuming restarts said 
software test at point subsequent to a last test portion completed. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein said test system is 
running a different operating system subsequent to said reinstalling than said test 
system was running prior to said reinstalling. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method of automatic software 
testing comprising: 

installing test driver software comprising a plurality of test portions on a 
plurality of test systems; 

evaluating said test driver software for at least one synchronization 
requirement within said plurality of test portions: 

providing a mapping of a plurality of virtual test system names to real test 
system names to said test driver software; and 

using providing a test status for each of said plurality of test portions 
completed bv each of said plurality of test systems to a common information point 
and a test master computer syotom to gath e r and to mon i tor toot r e sults from sa i d 
plura l ity of tost systems, whoroin sa i d common information po i nt io phys i cal l y 
s e parat e and communicat i ve l y coup l ed to said tost master comput e r syst e m; 

monitoring said test status for each of said plurality of test portions completed 
bv each of said plurality of test systems at said common information point to 
maintain synchronization between said plurality of test systems when said test driver 
software includes said at least one synchronization reguirement: 
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automatically reinstalling an operating system on said plurality of test systems 
in response to reinstall command provided by at least one of said plurality of test 
portions: 

Querying said common information point to determine which of said plurality 
of test portions were completed by said plurality of test systems prior to said 
reinstalling of said operating system: and 

resuming said software test on a next of said plurality of test portions remaining 
after said reinstallation of said operating system . 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 8 further comprising identifying 
said common point of information to said plurality of test systems. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 9 wherein said test results are gathered from 
said common point of information. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 9 wherein said mapping resides on said 
common point of information. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 9 wherein said common point of information is 
a network file system mount point common to all test systems. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 9 wherein said installing is responsive to a 
start up process, said start up process automatically initiated by said operating 
system. 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer system for automatic software testing 
comprising: 

a t e st mast e r computor system; 

a plurality of test computer systems for performing a test comprising a 
plurality of test portions, said plurality of test portions including a command to 
perform an automatic reinstall of an operating system of at least one of said plurality 
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of test computer systems commun i oat i v el v coupl e d to sa i d t e st mast e r comput e r 
system; 

a test master computer system communicatively coupled to said plurality of 
test computer systems, said test master computer system installing a test driver on 
at least one of said plurality of test computer systems ; 

a common information point communicatively coupled to said t e st mast e r 
computor syst e m and to said plurality of test computer systems, wherein said 
common information point receiving and storing test status information for each of 
said plurality of test portions completed bv at least one of said plurality of test 
systems such that in response to an automatic reinstall of said operating system of 
at least one of said plurality of test computer systems, said test driver will ouerv said 
common information point to determine which of said plurality of test portions were 
completed prior to said reinstalling of said operating system and which of said test 
portions remain pending for said at least one of said plurality of test computer 
systems is phys i ca ll y s e parate from sa i d tost mast e r computor system ; 

sa i d t e st mast e r computor system for insta l ling a t e st dr i ver on oach of said 
plural i ty of tost computor systems; 

at l e ast one of said plura li ty of tost computor systems for: 

storing status i nformat i on of a softwar e t e st runn i ng on said at le ast ono of 
sa i d p l ura li ty of test computer syst e ms to sa i d common i nformat i on po i nt; 

automatical l y r e install i ng an op e rating syst e m on said at l e ast on e of sa i d 
p l ura l ity of t e st comput e r systems; 

qu e ry i ng sa i d common informat i on po i nt to d e t e rm i ne sa i d status informat i on, 
wh e r ei n sa i d t e st mast e r comput e r s yst e m mon i tors said softwar e t e st; and 

r e suming sa i d software tost after sa i d automat i ca ll y re i nsta l l i ng of sa i d 
op e rat i ng system . 

1 5. (Original) The computer system of Claim 14 wherein said test master 
computer system is distinct from said plurality of test computer systems. 

16. (Original) The computer system of Claim 14 wherein said reinitializing is 
performed under software control. 
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17. (Original) The computer system of Claim 14 wherein said querying is started 
by a start up process, said start up process automatically initiated by said operating 
system. 

18. (Original) The computer system of Claim 14 wherein said status information 
comprises an identification of test portions completed. 

19. (Original) The computer system of Claim 18 wherein said resuming starts 
said software test at point subsequent to a last test portion completed. 

20. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 14 wherein said at 
least one of said plurality of test computer systems is running a different operating 
system subsequent to sad reinstalling than said at least one of said plurality of test 
computer systems was running prior to said reinstalling. 



Serial No. 10/685,990 
Examiner: Lau, Tung S. 



-6- 



Art Unit 2863 
200309108-1 



